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Notes from the chair … 

Bill Neville 
Chairman      

 

T his first editorial of the year can be a cheerless affair, always being in the shadow of brewery price 
rises and the Chancellor’s budget. Our treasurer has also reminded me of imminent changes to both 

the National living wage and employee pensions. 
 
Nevertheless, we have emerged with over £4,400 in the black following an expensive and eventful 2016. Hopefully, 
with fewer building and repair projects on the horizon, we may get through yet another 12 months without dipping 
into the piggy-bank. 
 
The Smoker Night was well attended. Paul and Karen, together with the Bar Committee and John Dale and co., all 
worked hard to make it come together on the day. Remember - most of our Christmas price reduction comes directly 
from our Sports Committee, so please keep buying the weekly draw tickets. 
 
A dray-wagon allegedly damaged our entrance steps. Trade-team advised us their driver had denied the incident and in 
the absence of CCTV evidence they refused compensation. Following a frank exchange between Rod Thrower and our 
main drinks supplier, we have now been promised the money. (Now received). Thank you Molson Coors. 
 
We are extending our CCTV installation to cover that side entrance to the Club (so flashers beware!). It should also 
afford some protection for the newly installed defibrillator … let’s hope none of our members will need it.  
 
Drinking over the weeks with Teddy Cumbor (89), Bill Harbottle (92) and others in the same age group, I can’t help 
noticing how beer with a whisky-chaser keeps them looking so fit. It should be on prescription … and reminds me of 
the old adage that the elderly shouldn’t eat health-food as they need all the preservatives they can get. 
 
As I leave Committee, I’d like to thank Paul and Karen for all their assistance and hard work, both in front of house and 
behind the scenes. 

Annual Balance Sheet 

The Treasurer and the Club’s Accountants have now completed the Accounts and Balance Sheet for 2016, and they 
have been approved by the General Committee. 

For those of you reading this via email, the full accounts are contained in the last seven pages of this newsletter. 
If you’re reading a paper copy of the newsletter, separate printed copies of the Annual Accounts are available in the 

Club for you to peruse. 

Annual General Meeting 

The Club’s AGM will be held on Wednesday 22nd March 2017, starting at 8.00pm.  

We would ask members attending to wear a collar and tie please. 

A reminder -  the Bar will be closed from 7.55pm for the duration of the meeting. 



1st  PRIZE No.   5 Peter Titchmarsh £263 

2nd PRIZE No. 16 Dave Blake £ 55 

3rd PRIZE No. 62 Gavin Weir £ 35 

100 CLUB 
The last draw was made on Saturday 31st December 2016  

The following Members had a winning start to the New Year 

The next draw will be on Friday 31st March 2017 
Please ensure that your subscription is up-to-date 

before the draw is made! 
There are still numbers available if you would like to join 

the 100 Club - simply ask any Committee Member. 

Treasurer’s Report 

2016 was a pleasing year. We started off slowly and were 
making a loss during the early months; however, the 
second half of the year was much better, and eventually 
we made a profit of £4461 for the year. 

Bar takings fell - which is a national trend in both public 
houses and clubs.  Our fall was, I believe, below the 
national average.  We try to control costs, which is really 
important these days. 

My thanks for the efforts of the General Committee and 
especially the Sports Committee, who each year contribute 
heavily to our Christmas drinks promotion. 

John Chilton 
Treasurer 

Sports Section Report 

In addition to our 2016 committee members who have all 
agreed to serve again, we welcome onto this year’s 
committee, Chris Reynolds, Dave Kish and Andy Metcalfe. This 
means that for the first time in a many years we have a full 
complement of 9 committee members. 

You will see from our published Accounts for 2016 that 
financially we had quite a successful year and managed to just 
about equate our income with expenditure. Because of the 
falling value of the pound, it has been our policy over the last 
couple of years to drip-feed back into the Club some of our 
cash reserves where we can identify projects that will improve 
the Club finances and/or facilities for the benefit of the 
members, in addition to providing ongoing sponsorship for all 
our sporting events and contributing towards the cost of the 
Christmas Drinks promotion. 

Amongst our projects was the decision In 2015 to make a 50% 
contribution towards the cost of upgrading the Club CCTV and 
alarm system, and last year we agreed to sponsor the newly 
formed Club Darts Team which has had a big impact on bar 
takings and has generated numerous positive comments about 
the facilities and hospitality the Club provides to visiting teams 
and their supporters. 

 Following our annual Challenge Match against Middlesbrough 
Conservative Club last December, when we unsuccessfully 
attempted to regain the Ted Appleyard Snooker Trophy, it was 
suggested that the snooker tables were in urgent need of 
refurbishment. This work will be carried out as one of our 
identified projects over the coming weeks. 

The preparation of our 2017 sporting calendar are already 
underway. Howard Whitehead has already organised the    
Golf Outings: 

Friday, 19th May  Easingwold Golf Club  
    Tee-off:  11.24 am – 11.56 am 

Wednesday, 5th July  Rudding Park Golf Club  
    Tee-off: 12.30 pm – 12.57 pm 

Friday, 15th September Bedale Golf Club   
    Tee-off: 11.28 am – 11.52 am 

As per usual, pre-match refreshments and a post-match meal 

are included in the cost of the outing. Further details will 

appear on the noticeboards nearer the time. 

The Spring Doubles Darts Competition will take place, and be 
completed, on Thursday, 6th April. The same successful format 
will be adopted as in previous years, when partners are drawn 
on the night. Entries will be accepted until the draw for the 
competition, with each match being on a best of three basis to 
go forward to the next round. 

Entries for the Spring Doubles Snooker Competition close on 
Sunday, 19th March and the draw will be made on the 
following evening. 

The first race of the competition for the John Edwards Racing 
Trophy is the Lincolnshire Handicap which takes place on 
Saturday, 1st April. Last chance for entry is noon on the day of 
the race. 

Please keep an eye on the noticeboards for future activities 
and outings that have been arranged. 

As with all competitions, entries and fees should be posted 
into the “Sports Section Competitions Entry Box” by the due 
date posted in the notices. 

Congratulations are due to our Darts Team who are so far 
unbeaten in league matches and are currently the league 
leaders. They have also reached the semi-final of their Cup 
competition, where they were beaten in the first leg but are 
hopeful of victory in the return match. 

And finally, thank you to all members who support the Friday 
Night Draw (our sole source of income) and to Karen, Paul, 
Jimmy and the bar staff who sell so many of the tickets. 

John Dale 

Cont. 





FREE Members’ Draw 

The Free Members’ Draw (into which 
all members are automatically 
entered) prize fund is rapidly 
becoming 

The reward for the winner (as at 
Saturday 4th March) has grown  
to £560 - so get yourself in on a 
Saturday night - the next jackpot 

could be yours! 

Don’t forget  

- you must be in (the Club, on the night) to win! 

Laughter 

- the best medicine 

An alternative Yorkshire dictionary 
- the letter ‘T’ 
 

Treat 
noun: Opposite side to the left; nautical: starboard 

Tantamount 
noun: The number of ants in a group 

Tanker 
noun: Big heavy thing that holds a boat in place 

Tape measure 
noun: Thing for ascertaining the height of a gorilla 

Twine 
noun: An alcoholic drink drunk down South (in twine bars) 

Taunt 
noun: Place visited frequently by a ghost 

Train 
noun: precipitation in the form of drops of water from tsky 

Toast 
noun: the compère of a show or telly programme 
 
It is often said that Yorkshire folks can be difficult to 
understand, due to their dialect and use of everyday words 
and phrases. For those of you not lucky enough to be born 
within the White Rose boundaries, here are a few random 
hints to help you converse with us lot up Norf. 

Alo vera 
Meaning everywhere else: Plant species of North African 
origin, the fleshy leaves of which yield a juice used in skin 
lotions and for treating burns. 
Meaning in Yorkshire: How you greet folk named Vera.  

Shorts weather 
Meaning everywhere else: Anything above 20°C. 
Meaning in Yorkshire: Anything above freezing.  

T-shirt weather 
Meaning everywhere else: Anything above 15°C. 
Meaning in Yorkshire: Anything above 5°C.  

Twerk 
Meaning everywhere else: A type of dancing in which an 
individual dances to music in a sexually provocative manner 
with thrusting hip movements. 
Meaning in Yorkshire: Where folk go to earn a living.  

Love 
Meaning everywhere else: A profound, passionate, romantic 
affection for another person. 
Meaning in Yorkshire: A stranger whose name you don’t 
know.  

Cock 
Meaning everywhere else: Cockerel/rooster 
Meaning in Yorkshire: A stranger whose name you don’t 
know (especially in Wakefield & Pontefract).  

Duck 
Meaning everywhere else: Wild, web-footed swimming birds, 
native to the lakes and ponds of Britain. 
Meaning in Yorkshire: A stranger whose name you don’t 
know (especially in Sheffield).  

Hatched, Matched and Despatched 

Sadly, since issue 17 of BluePrint in November, 

we have lost the following members: 

 Sid Sarbutts 

 Trevor Harland  

 Laurence Stephenson 

Since November, we have welcomed the following 
new members to the Club: 

Ross Stonehouse  

Billy Singh  

Francis Reay 

Allen Woods 

Eric Barton 

Aaron Black  

We hope they will make the most of their membership 
and enjoy the facilities we provide. 

The Club’s membership now stands at a total of 514 
(including 12 Country Members), broken down as 
follows: 

 Honorary Members 8 

 Life Members 34 

 Honorary & Life Members 4 

 Senior Members 206 

 Full Members 262 



President’s Pitch 
 

‘Part of the Community since 1910’ is the slogan proudly displayed on the front wall of the Club for most of 2016. 
Highlighted below are just some our involvement in community activities. 
We must not of course, forget our fundamental aim, that is: catering for and looking after stray husbands, who have 
escaped the shackles of domestic life for a few minutes - and sometimes a little longer! 

On Sunday 1st May 2016, Great Ayton featured in the itinerary for Stage 3 of the Tour de 
Yorkshire. We opened the Club to Members and guests on the day, giving them an excellent 
view of the competitors, as they raced over the Stone Bridge, and past the Buck towards 
Stokesley. The Club was decorated with blue and yellow painted bikes, which were hung on 
the East gable and above the bay windows facing the river. Blue and yellow bunting was 
fastened to the building along with two banners purchased for the event. 

The Children’s Sports held on the morning of 11th June was sadly disappointing. Our 
volunteers, the regular candidates, were on the Low Green bright and early to lay out the course as usual; 
unfortunately, due to the lack of entries, the event was a near disaster. A review will be undertaken with regard to 
advertising prior to the 2018 event. 

On a lighter note, the Club float drew plaudits from all directions - 
“George and the Dragon” in particular creating political interest!  
The theme was “Royalty through the Ages”, but as is now expected of the 
Club, we “interpreted” this theme by relating it to pubs - with Royal names! 
Our float was built at Chris Thompson’s Farm at Pinchinthorpe, where a 
group of members turned lumps of timber, plywood, paper, paint and 
anything else they could find, into a float more than worthy of our past 
reputation. They enlarged and printed pub signs to surround the trailer, 

constructed a replica bar at the front and a large swinging sign to the rear. 
Large Pub signs featured on the front of the float were “George and the Dragon” (with the vaguest of references to a 
local civic dignitary) and on the back “Queen of Hearts”, in due deference to our Monarch. 
Thanks to all who helped to build the float and featured on the day. I am sure all who took part thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Later in the year, the Club launched an initiative to provide a second defibrillator in the village.  
Through a series of fund raising events, namely - a Quiz night, a Virtual Land’s End to John O‘Groats Bike Ride (miles 
logged on an exercise bike in the Club and by members’ cycling on the road), a Sponsored Silence by one of the 
“chatty” Club Bar Staff, a Race Night and generous donations from members, family and friends, the target was 
reached in December 2016.   
The externally mounted defibrillator was installed at the beginning of January 2017 and is live on the North Yorkshire 
Ambulance Service System for use through the Emergency Call Operator. 

On 29th January 2017, The Big Heart Charity Fund was 
presented with a donation of £2,996.00.  
As a result of this great fund raising achievement, 
a further defibrillator has now been donated to 
The Cleveland Mountain Rescue Service. 
I am extremely grateful for the help and enthusiasm received from our members, families and staff, who embraced 
and contributed to all respects of the above. 

I congratulate you all for being, and making us, “part of the community”. 
Ernie Taylor 

President 

The quiet member of the Bar Staff hands over a cheque for £2,996 
to Adam Smith of The Big Heart Charity Fund. 

Barry James hands over a defibrillator to members of Cleveland Mountain Rescue Team. 
(The Club’s installation can be seen on the right of the photo) 



A year in the life of Phil ... 

In Spring of 2016, I was feeling unwell, 
so much so, that I took to my bed and 
was unable to remove myself from it. 
At the beginning of April, Ernie Taylor 
(Club President and author of a best 
seller) came to see how I was.  

Not being able to get me to come to the door, he went next 
door for the spare key. Ernie and Chris Pearson, my next 
door neighbour, came into my house and found me thus. 
Unhappy with the situation, Ernie called for an ambulance. 
When the ambulance finally arrived from Thirsk, they 
needed to get some fluid into me, but it was so cold at the 
time, they had to use the microwave to warm it before 
getting it into my vein. I have no memory of any of this, or 
indeed the time which I spent in bed leading up to Ernie’s 
visit.  

On arrival at hospital it was discovered that I had a chest 
infection. Unfortunately, my condition deteriorated and I 
developed multi-organ failure. I was then admitted to the 
Intensive Care Unit where a tracheostomy was performed 
and I was connected to a ventilator and a dialysis machine. I 
was connected to the dialysis machine for the next 48 hours, 
but remained connected to the ventilator for a further 6 
weeks. During this time I was unable to eat or drink, so fluid 
was given to me intravenously and food was given to me 
through a tube in my nose. As a consequence, I lost just over 
SIX stones in weight.  

After being like this for some 4 weeks I was disconnected 
from the ventilator for short periods each day, in the hope I 
would start breathing for myself. The periods off the 
ventilator got longer each day, until after a total of six weeks 
I was able to breathe completely unaided. At this time I was 
not aware of my surroundings and did not know where I was 
or what was happening to me. After being in the Intensive 
Care Unit of James Cook for 4 weeks I was transferred to the 
Intensive Care Unit at the Friarage. 

Throughout my stay in the ITU at James Cook I have no 
memories whatsoever; I can’t remember where I was, what 
happened to me, or indeed any of the staff who looked after 
me so diligently. However, I can remember vividly the 
extremely unpleasant dreams, nightmares and 
hallucinations; apparently, having these symptoms is quite 
common for someone who is heavily sedated. These 
symptoms continued following my transfer, but, started to 
get less frequent as I improved. Whilst in the Friarage the 
physiotherapist started to get me mobile again. Following 
my stay of 4 weeks in the Friarage I was discharged home. 

Unfortunately I was only home 48 hours when I was unwell 
again. I was taken into the renal ward at James Cook for a 
further 2 weeks; I was started on a regular programme of 
dialysis which I remain on today. 

I currently go to North Ormesby Dialysis Centre for three 4 
hour sessions per week. I was in hospital for almost 11 
weeks in total, and my recovery continued long after I was 
discharged. I have to be careful about what foods I eat, and 
I’m only allowed 1 litre of fluid per day.  

I am very hopeful that I will be suitable for a kidney 
transplant, and look forward to going to the Freeman 
Hospital in Newcastle for the final assessment.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many 
people who sent messages of support and good wishes, and 
of course, those people who visited me in hospital, or here 
at home - it is very much appreciated. Thank you all for your 
continued support.  

Finally, I must make three apologies for some consequences 
of my ill health during 2016 -  

1. To Bill Neville, for volunteering so eagerly to assume 
my role as General Committee Chairman. 

2. To the brewers of Carling Lager, and of course the 
Club, for the dent in their annual turnover. 

3. To all those who have seen me of late, but don’t 
recognise the new, slim look me.  

Phil Quigley 

                

Sky Football Update 

 
The games detailed below are those 

currently scheduled for live coverage - 
AVAILABLE IN THE CLUB - by Sky TV between 
now and 30th April 2017. 
Obviously, depending on results, schedules 
can be changed, so keep an eye open in the 
press for any alterations to what we have 
printed here. 

MARCH 

Sunday 12th Liverpool v Burnley  4.00pm 

Saturday 18th  West Brom v Arsenal  12.30pm 

Sunday 19th  Tottenham v Southampton  2.15pm 

Sunday 19th  Man City v Liverpool  4.30pm 

APRIL 

Saturday 1st  Liverpool v Everton  12.30pm 

Sunday 2nd  Swansea v Middlesbrough  1.30pm 

Sunday 2nd Arsenal v Man City  4.00pm 

Saturday 8th  Tottenham v Watford  12.30pm 

Sunday 9th Sunderland v Man Utd  1.30pm 

Sunday 9th  Everton v Leicester  4.00pm 

Monday 10th  Crystal Palace v Arsenal  8.00pm 

Saturday 15th Tottenham v Bournemouth  12.30pm 

Sunday 16th  West Brom v Liverpool  1.30pm 

Sunday 16th  Man Utd v Chelsea  4.00pm 

Monday 17th  Middlesbrough v Arsenal  8.00pm 

Saturday 22nd  Man City v West Brom  12.30pm 

Sunday 23rd  Leicester v Tottenham  12.00pm 

Sunday 23rd  Chelsea v Southampton  2.15pm 

Sunday 23rd  Burnley v Man Utd  2.15pm 

Sunday 23rd Liverpool v Crystal Palace  4.30pm 

Sunday 30th  Everton v Chelsea  2.05pm 

Sunday 30th  Tottenham v Arsenal  4.30pm 

KO 


